The unique qualities of women can make them bearers of solutions towards achieving sustainability and dealing with the dangers attributed to climate change. The attitudinal study utilized a questionnaire instrument to obtain perception of female construction professionals. By using a well-structured questionnaire, data was obtained on women participating in green jobs in the construction Industry. Descriptive statistics is performed on the collected data and presented in tables and mean scores (MS). In addition, inferential statistics of categorical regression was performed on the data to determine the level of influence (beta factor) the identified barriers had on the level of participation in green jobs. Barriers and the socioeconomic benefits which can guide policies and actions on attracting, retaining and exploring the capabilities of women in green jobs can be obtained from the survey data when analyzed.
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The unique qualities of women can make them bearers of solutions towards achieving sustainability and dealing with the dangers attributed to climate change. The attitudinal study utilized a questionnaire instrument to obtain perception of female construction professionals. By using a well-structured questionnaire, data was obtained on women participating in green jobs in the construction Industry. Descriptive statistics is performed on the collected data and presented in tables and mean scores (MS). In addition, inferential statistics of categorical regression was performed on the data to determine the level of influence (beta factor) the identified barriers had on the level of participation in green jobs. Barriers and the socioeconomic benefits which can guide policies and actions on attracting, retaining and exploring the capabilities of women in green jobs can be obtained from the survey data when analyzed. & 2018 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Inc. This is an open access article under the CC BY license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
Specifications table

Subject area
Environmental Science More specific subject area
Green jobs
Contents lists available at ScienceDirect Sample selection of the perception of women construction professionals on participation, barriers and socio-economic benefits in green jobs in the construction industry Data source location
Lagos, Nigeria
Data accessibility
All the data are in this data article
Value of the data
The questionnaire instrument is compact and can be adapted or modified for studies in other climes, thereby comparing the results from under-developed, developing and developed countries.
The data provided the descriptive statistics for the selected sample for measuring the level of participation of women compared to men in green jobs in the construction industry.
The data when completely analyzed can provide insight into the obstacles hindering the career advancement of women in green jobs in the construction industry, while the socio-economic benefits of engaging women in green jobs if well harness can help the environment and the construction industry.
An understanding of the barriers and socio-economic benefits can guide policy makers and construction industry stakeholders on ways to tackle the shortage of women participation in the construction industry.
The data can increase the awareness of women and the girl child on the distinct features of green jobs in contrast to other jobs available in the construction industry in general.
Data
The data instrument of a well-structured questionnaire was administered to one hundred and twenty (120) women construction professionals in Lagos State, Nigeria. The demographic characteristics of the female construction professionals is shown in Fig. 1 and Table 1 . The designed data instrument guided the contents of the data which helped to determine the level of women participation in green jobs in the construction industry. The data analysis can reveal the inhibiting factors to the participation of women in green jobs. An understanding of the data can help in harnessing the socio-economic benefits to the girl child, women, the environment and the construction industry as a whole. Research questions can be posed, which in turn can lead to inferential statistics, which when interpreted can inform the development of policies and strategic actions on women inclusion in the construction industry. As such, the categorical regression was used to determine the level of influence the identified barriers had on the level of participation in green jobs. The data revealed areas that are peculiar to provision of green jobs in the construction sector such as Solar panel manufacturing, installation and maintenance, Enforcement of environmentally friendly practices on-site, Environmental compliance, education and training of public, Waste reduction, reuse and recycling, Developing of green and sustainable designs, Pollution Reduction/ Removal, Reduction of water usage onsite, Insulation panels manufacturing, installation and maintenance, Home retrofitting, Auditing of home energy use, Planting of trees, flowers and grasses, Storm water management, Wind turbines manufacturing, installation and maintenance, Production of environmentally friendly appliances and building materials, Environmental Protection/Preservation, Biofuel turbine manufacturing, installation and maintenance. The uniqueness of this data is its focus on green jobs which is an area of employment generation and deals with issues of climate change and sustainability. Finally, the data can be used as a comparative study with other under-developed and developed countries. The data can be assessed as Supplementary data 1 and the questionnaire can be assessed as Supplementary data 2 (Tables 2-4) and Fig. 2 . Table 1 Summary of the Total score of the background information of the sample. Table 3 Socio-economic benefits of women participation in green jobs in the construction industry. 
Highest academic qualification
Socio-economic benefits
Experimental design, materials and methods
The data collected was built on previous research conducted on women participation in the construction industry and the areas of green jobs that appear in the construction industry. Details on other researched works on the subject can be found in [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] . The population is a summation of all women in the construction industry in Nigeria. For this study, the commercial nerve centre in Nigeria was selected, which is Lagos State. Lagos State is an economic hub of Nigeria and highly developed, with high concentration of construction professionals, high volume of state of the art completed and ongoing construction projects and high applications in the areas of green construction. The state has been classified as a Mega city and is presently arming itself with necessary buildings and infrastructure to cope with its new status. The women used for this study fall into the categories of construction professionals in the fields of architecture, building technology, quantity surveying, mechanical, civil and electrical engineering. The sample survey is based on a subset of women in the construction industry in Lagos State. Similar researches that used field survey to obtain their data can also be found in [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] . A survey research design was conducted on the identified sample. The respondents were chosen randomly using a purposive sampling method due to the characteristics of the sample. This method was used due to the easy access of the respondents to the researcher. The questionnaire is measured using a five point Likert scale. A total of 180 questionnaires were distributed to women in the construction industry in Lagos State. A total of 120 completed questionnaires were returned which were adequately scrutinized of errors and omissions, this represented a 66.7% return rate. For future research, the difference between women and their male counterpart's participation in green jobs can be explored. Specific to the practical experiences of women in green jobs, the interview technique could be used to obtain raw data for analysis.
